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CALL  OF  THE  CONVENTION 

THE  abrupt  termmation  of  the  war  in  Europe 
has  brought  the  United  States  suddenly  face 
to  face  with  certain  questions  of  grave  con- 
cern to  American  foreign  trade  and  industry. 

Now,  as  never  before,  the  United  States  must  rdy 
upon  foreign  trade  to  make  certain  the  full  employ- 
ment of  labor  and  to  provide  investment  for  o^ital ; 
to  Stabilize  industry  and  prevent  disturbance  of 
domestic  conditions ;  to  insure  the  permanent  reten- 
tion and  operation  of  our  new  merchant  vessels  un- 
der the  American  flag ;  to  maintain  prosperity  among 
American  producers  and  to  forestall  any  retrogres- 
sion from  the  high  standards  that  have  been 
achieved. 

To  give  constructive  consideration  to  the  needs 
of  American  foreign  trade  enterprise  in  this  emer- 
gency ;  to  assist  in  devising  means  and  methods  that 
will  enable  our  overseas  commerce  effectively  to 
meet  ttie  conditions  whidi-  it  faces,  and  to  arouse 
American  manufacturers,  farmers,  merchants,  la- 
borers, bankers,  educators,  railway  and  steamship 
men— all  the  factors  of  foreign  trade  in  all  sections 
of  the  country — to  the  imperative  necessity  of  bend- 
ing their  energies  to  the  prompt  solution  of  these 
problems,  the  National  Foreign  Trade  Council 
hereby  calls  the  Sixth  National  Foreign  Trade  Con- 
vention to  meet  at  the  Congress  Hotel,  Chicago,  on 
Thursday,  Friday  and  Saturday,  April  24th,  25th 
and  26th,  1919. 

"Foreign  Trade  Essential  to  American  Industry" 

will  be  the  theme  of  the  Convention. 

The  world  war  and  our  participation,  in  it  have 
wonderfully  bettered  the  equipment  of  the  American 
people  for  foreign  trade.  We  have  begun  the  con- 
struction of  a  new  merchant  marine  which  will 
permanently  serve  American  maritime  needs,  pro- 
vided a  sound  national  maritime  policy  is  followed. 
We  have  expanded  general  production  and  curtailed 
consumption  of  all  except  war  materials  and  sup- 
plies. Thrift  and  economy  have  been  widely  prac- 
ticed and  individual  extravagance  has  been  checked. 
Our  national  savings  in  the  last  four  years,  and 
especially  in  the  ei^^iteen  months  since  the  United 


States  entered  the  war,  have  reached  a  colossal 
aggregate.  Our  capacity  for  enterprise  and  for 
investment  abroad  has  increased  correspondingly. 
At  the  same  time  our  industrial  productive  capacity 
has  made  great  advances.  Through  the  influx  of 
women  into  industrial  and  mechanical  occupations, 
heretofore  followed  only  by  men,  we  have  gained  in 
labor  supply  in  excess  of  the  depletion  caused  by 
casualties  of  war.  Our  national  fiscal  policy  facili- 
tates the  introduction  of  foreign  goods  into  our 

dcmiestic  market. 

These  facts  increase  the  importance  of  maintain- 
ing and  expanding  our  foreign  trade. 

All  Americans  engaged  in  or  desirous  of  entering 
overseas  commerce  and  especially  all  chambers  of 
commerce,  boards  of  trade,  trade  associations,  and 
other  conamercial  and  industrial  organizations,  as 
well  as  firms  and  individuals,  are  hereby  cordially 
invited  to  take  part  in  the  serious  consideration  of 
the  most  pressing  and  far-reaching  problems  which 
have  yet  been  presented. 

Part  of  the  time  of  the  Convention  will  be  devoted 
to  the  presentation  of  papers  by  men  who  are  direct- 
ing the  chief  industries  of  the  nation.  The  greater 
part  will  be  devoted  to  the  more  intimate  discussion 
of  practical  problems  in  Group  Sessions  under 
qualified  experts,  and  in  personal  conferences  with 
experienced  trade  advisors  and  representatives  of 
the  Government  departments  dealing  with  foreign 
trade. 

This  is  a  call  to  action.  The  opporttmity  is  at 
hand.  A  great  foreign  trade  is  ours,  if  only  we  pro- 
ceed with  energy  upon  lines  of  sound  policy.  A 
great  carrying  trade  under  our  own  flag  is  ours,  if 
only  we  make  it  possible  to  operate  our  new  ships 
in  competition  with  those  of  other  nations. 

To  assist  in  solving  these  problems,  you  are  cor- 
dially invited  to  take  part  in  the  Sixth  National  For- 
eign Trade  Convention;  your  participation  will  be 
heartily  welcomed ;  and  your  profit  will  be  a  profit 
for  all. 


James  A.  Fakrell, 

Chairman. 


O.  K.  Davis,  . 

Secretary. 

Office  of  the  National  Foreign  Trade  Council,  India 
House,  No.  1  Hanover  Square,  New  York  City. 

February  13,  1919. 
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REGISTRATION  OF  DELEGATES  AND 
REGISTRATION  FEE 

A  registration  fee  of  $10.00  is  required  from  each 
delegate,  and  none  but  registered  delegat^  wiU  be 
allowed  to  participate  in  the  Convention  The  pro- 
ceeds of  registration  will  be  used  to  defray  in  part 
the  expenses  of  the  Convention  and  to  print  the 
official  proceedings,  a  bound  volume  of  which  wiU 
be  sent  to  each  delegate. 

Payment  may  be  made  at  the  time  of  personal 
registration  at  the  Congress  Hotel ;  but  such  payment 
tmv  better  be  made  in  advance  of  the  Conventton 
by  sending  a  check  for  $10.00  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  National  Foreign  Trade  Councd,  1  Hanover 
Square,  New  York  City,  in  return  for  which  will  be 
issued  a  certificate  of  payment,  which  on  presenta- 
tion by  the  delegate  at  the  registration  bureau  of  the 
Convention  will  entitle  him  to  a  delegate's  final  cre- 
dentials. Not  only  will  an  early  payment  facilitate 
the  work  of  registration,  but  the  delegates  will 
benefit  by  receiving  the  advance  papers,  and  the 
organization  of  the  Convention  can  better  be  ad- 
justed in  the  group  sessions  as  far  as  possible  to 
particular  needs  of  the  delegates. 


CONVENTION  DIRECTORY 

A  list  of  the  registered  delegates  showing  their 
business  affiliations  and  the  hotels  at  which  they  are 
stopping  will  be  issued  promptly  on  the  organization 
of  the  Conventbn. 


THE  BANQUET 

The  Banquet  of  the  Convention  will  be  held  in 
the  Banquet  Hall  of  the  Congress  Hotel  at  7  o'clock 
Friday  evening,  April  25th. 

Banquet  tickets  at  $6.00  each  may  be  obtained 
before  April  15  from  the  Secretary,  National  For- 
eign Trade  Council,  1  Hanover  Square,  New  York, 
or  afterward  by  applying  in  person  to  the  Banquet 
Clerk,  Congress  Hotel,  Chicago.  Each  guest  will 
then  immediately  receive  a  "seating  ticket,"  which 
reserves  for  him  a  specified  seat  at  a  particular  table. 
Groups  of  delegates  may  thus  arrange  to  sit  together. 

To  avoid  the  rush  in  Chicago,  delegates  should 
make  their  banquet  reservations  as  far  as  possible 
in  advance,  at  the  New  York  Office  of  the  National 
Foreign  Trade  Council. 
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METHOD  OF  DISCUSSION 

To  provide  the  most  complete  summary  of  for- 
eign trade  conditions,  the  Convention  combines  the 
consideration  of  general  policies  with  the  study  of 
how  such  policies  may  actually  be  worked  out.  The 
delegates  meet  as  a  whole  to  discuss  the  broader 
topics,  and  in  smaller  groups  to  debate  specific 
points. 

At  the  General  Sessions,  attended  by  all  the  dele- 
gates, papers  are  presented  by  leading  authorities 
dealing  with  the  needs  of  the  trade.  The  subjects 
are  of  a  general  nature,  and  are  intended  to  form 
a  background  for  the  more  detailed  information  fur- 
nished by  the  group  sessions.  Each  speech  is  fol- 
lowed by  open  discussion  on  the  floor  of  the  Conven- 
tion. This  year  it  will  be  possible  to  allot  ample  time 
for  such  discussion,  so  it  is  hoped  that  the  delegates 
will  come  prepared  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  de- 
bate. Advance  copies  of  the  main  speeches  will  be 
distributed  to  facilitate  preparation  for  such  dis- 
cussion. 

In  the  Group  Sessions,  those  del^ates  having 
interests  in  common  meet  in  separate  groups  to 
thresh  out  the  details  of  execution.  The  short  ad- 
dresses delivered  by  experts  are  intended  to  stimu- 
late discussion,  and  as  largely  ^  possible  the  case 
method  of  presentation  is  followed.  These  sessions 
afford  valuable  opportunity  for  intensive  considera- 
tion of  practical  problems.  It  will  increase  their 
effectiveness  and  help  to  insure  responsive  discus- 
sion if  delegates  who  desire  information  on  particu- 
lar subjects  connected  with  the  group  sessions  will 
communicate  in  advance  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
National  Foreign  Trade  Council,  advising  him  spe- 
cifically of  their  questions.  He  will  then  be  enabled 
to  make  certain  that  those  competent  to  deal  satis- 
factorily with  the  questions  are  in  attendance  at  the 
sessions. 


ADVANCE  COPIES  OF  ADDRESSES 

The  chief  papers  will  be  printed  and  sent  in 
advance  to  all  delegates  who  have  registered,  in 
order  that  they  may  come  prepared  to  engage  in  the 
discussion. 
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TENTATIVE  PROGRAM 

General  Convention  Theme: 

'Toreign  Trade  Essential  to  American  Indostry" 
AU  Gentral  SessioiMi  will  be  heUL  in  Orchestrm  Hall, 

216  South  Michigan  Avenue 

.1   

l|  FIBST  GENERAL  SESSION 

Thursday,  April  24th 

Orchestra  Hall 

10:00  A.  M. 

Convention  called  to  order  by  James  A.  Farrell,  Chair- 
man, National  Foreign  Trade  Council. 

Organization  of  Convention : 

Election  of  presiding  officer,  secretaries,  etc. 
Address  of  President  of  Convention. 
Appointment  of  General  Convention  Committee. 

Session  Topic : 

America's  Need  of  Foreign  Trade,  from  the 

yiewpoint  of 

1.  Producticm. 

2.  Finance. 

3.  Labor. 

4.  Imports. 

SECOND  GENERAL  SESSION 
Tlmrsday,  April  24tli 

Orchestra  HaU 

2 :30  P.  M. 

Session  Topic: 

Post  War  Foreign  Trade  Problems 

A  series  of  addresses  dealing  with  general  Foreign  Trade 
matters,  including  especially  a  paper  presenting  tne  inter- 
ests of  agriculture  in  overseas  commerce. 

GROUP  SESSIONS 
Thursday,  April  24tli 

Congress  Hotel 
8:00  P.M. 

Group  L    Commercial  Education  for  P<Mreigii  Trade. 

Group  II.   Foreign  Trade  Merchandising. 

(In  co-operation  with  the  American  Ex- 
porters' and  Importers'  Association.) 

Group  IIL  Financing  Foreign  Trade. 

(In  co-operation  with  the  American 
Bankers'  Association.) 

Group  IV.  Advertising  for  Foreign  Trade. 
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THIRD  GENERAL  SESSION 
Friday,  April  25tli 

Orchestra  Hall 

iO.OO  A.  M. 

Session  Topic: 

The  American  Merchant  Marine,  in  which  will 

he  diseiissed 

1.  American  Shipbuilding. 

2.  Provision  of  Cargoes,  Establishment  of  Trade 

Routes  and  Return  Cargoes. 

3.  Inland  Waterways. 

4.  American  and  Foreign  Navigation  Systems. 

5.  American  Maritime  Policy. 

GROUP  SESSIONS 
Friday,  April  25th 

Congress  Hotel 
2:30  P.  M. 

Gronp  V.      Foreign  Credits. 

(In  co-operation  with  the  National  As- 
sociation of  Credit  Men.) 

Group  VI.     Direct  Selling. 

(In   co-operation   with  the  American 
Manufacturers'  Export  Association.) 

Group  VII.  Export  Combtnationn-the  Webb  law  in 

Operatioii. 

Group  VIII.  Ocean  Service. 

(In  co-operation   with   the  American 

Steamship  Association.) 

BANQUET 
Friday  Evening,  April  25  th 

Banquet  Hall,  Congress  Hotel 
7  P.  M. 

A  number  of  speakers  of  national  prominence  will 
present  several  highly  important  Foreign  Trade  subjects. 

FOURTH  GENERAL  SESSION 
Saturday,  April  26th 

Orchestra  Hall 
10:00  A.  M. 

1.  Reports  of  Group  Sessions. 

2.  Reports  of  General  Convention  Committee. 

3.  Miscellaneous  Business. 

Adjouminent 
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INDIVIDUAL  CONFERENCES 

It  is  often  desirable  to  supplement  the  work  of  the 

sessions  with  conferences  in  which  more  detailed 
information  can  be  obtained  or  in  which  matters  of 
a  more  personal  nature  can  be  discussed.  For  this 
purpose  the  Council  has  assembled  a  body  of  men 
possessing  a  huge  fund  of  technical  information 
based  on  experience  or  practical  observation.  They 
are  known  at  the  Convention  as  Trade  Advisors,  and 
wear  a  distinctive  badge.  They  wish  to  be  of  service 
to  you.  Some  of  them  know  what  you  are  trying  to 
find  out.  If  you  have  in  mind  some  problem  to 
which  you  expect  the  Convention  to  furnish  an  an- 
swer, write  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Council  now, 
telling  him  the  subject  on  which  you  want  individual 
advice.  An  appointment  for  you  will  be  arranged  in 
advance  with  an  advisor  who  is  properly  equipped 
to  give  you  the  information.  If  this  is  not  done,  you 
may  not  be  able  to  locate  the  right  man  in  the 
crowds  of  the  Convention. 

VOLUNTEER  TRADE  ADV^RS 

The  gentlemen  who  have  been  asked  to  act  as 
volunteer  trade  advisors  are  all  recognized  author- 
ities possessed  of  special  knowledge  along  some  par- 
ticular line.  They  are  business  men.  They  have  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  foreign  trade  as  it  is  ac- 
tually carried  on  by  their  concerns. 

CONSULAR  SERVICE 

The  Department  of  State  will  assign  to  the  Cxmr 
vention  some  of  its  representatives  who  will  just 
have  returned  from  foreign  service.  They  are  men 
of  long  experience,  trained  to  observe  the  progress 
of  foreign  commerce.  Their  knowledge  of  recent 
events  and  of  modern  tendencies  abroad  will  be  of 
inestimable  value  to  all  del^;ates. 

BUREAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC 

COMMERCE 

The  Department  of  Commerce  will  be  represented 
by  officials  and  other  experts  of  the  Bureau  of  For- 
eign and  Domestic  Commerce.  The  results  of  their 
investigations  into  every  branch  of  foreign  trade 
will  afford  a  vast  amount  of  practical  information. 

PAN-AMERICAN  UNION 

The  Pan-American  Union  will  emphasize  that  con- 
sideration which  is  most  essential  to  a  successful 
trade  with  other  nations  of  this  hemisphere:  A 
friendly  tmderstanding  of  each  other. 
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HOTELS 

Delegates  may  secure  hotel  reservations  in  ad- 
vance by  writing  to  Mr.  Harry  H.  Merrick,  Chair- 
man Hotel  Committee,  Chicago  Association  of 
Commerce,  10  So.  La  Salle  Street,  Chicago,  111. 
Much  confusion  and  inconvenience  can  be  avoided 
if  delegates  will  make  their  reservations  well  in  ad- 
vance. Deleg^ates  planning  to  reach  Chicago  on 
the  morning  of  April  24th  can  ensure  having 
their  rooms  ready  for  occupancy  only  by  engaging 
them  from  the  evening  of  April  23rd.  Be  sure  to 
state  that  you  will  be  a  delegate  to  the  Sixth  Na- 
tional Foreign  Trade  Convention.  DO  IT  NOW  1 


Chieago  Hotels 


•mil 


Single  Ri 

Hotel  One  Person 

Congress  and  j  without  bath  $2.50-$3.00 
Annex        j  with  bath 

Auditorium  ...without  bath 

with  bath 


Blackstone  ....without  bath 

with  bath 

Fort  Dearborn. without  bath 

with  bath 

La  Salle  without  bath 

with  bath 

Sherman   without  bath 

with  bath 


3.50-  6.00 

1.50-  2.50 
2.50-  4.00 

3.00 

3.50-  7.00 

1.75 

2.25 

2.00-  3.00 
3.00-  5.00 

2.00-  2.50 
2.50-  5.00 


Double  Room 
Two  Persons 

$3.00-$5.00 
5.00-10.00 

2.50-  3.00 
4.00-  6.00 

5.00-10.00 

2.75 
3.25 

3.00-  4.00 
5.00-  &00 

3.00-  3.50 
4.00-  6.00 


TRAIN  SERVICE 

Delegates  should  plan  to  reach  Chicago  in  time  to 
get  settled  in  their  hotel  rooms  and  attend  the  open- 
ing session  of  the  Convention,  which  meets  at  10 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  April  24th.  It  will  greatly 
aid  the  organization  of  the  Convention  if  the  dele- 
gates arrive  on  the  afternoon  before  the  Convention. 
This  will  enable  them  to  become  familiar  with  the 
arrangements  of  the  Convention,  and  will  also  pro- 
vide an  opporttmity  for  social  intercourse  before  the 
real  work  begins.  Train  service  will  be  found 
ample,  but  delegates  are  advised  to  secure  their 
transportation  as  early  as  possible. 
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CHICAGO  COMMITTEES 

COMMITTEE  ON  ARRANGEMENTS: 

Chairman,  John  J.  Arnold,  First  National  Bank,  38  South 
Dearborn  Street. 

Vtce-Chairman,  Chakles  A  Munroe,  care  Public  Service 
Company,  72  West  Adams  Street 

Secretary,  M.  A.  GaAEraNGER,  Illinois  Bankers'  Associa- 
tion, 208  Soutii  La  Salle  Street 

Treasurer,  John  R.  Washburn,  Continental  and  Com- 
mercial National  Bank,  208  South  La  SaUe  Street 


H.  W.  AckhoflF 
R.  H.  Aishton 
J.  Ogden  Armour 
Alex.  F.  Banks 
R.  B.  Beach 
Arthur  Brisbane 
E.  J.  Buffington 
Jos.  M.  Cudahy 
W.  A.  Curley 
Charles  Dold 
J.  C.  Eastman 
D.  E.  Felt 
John  Fitzpatrick 
J.  B.  Forgan 
J.  J.  Glessner 
B.  F.  Harris 
Thomas  F.  Holgate 
Maynard  D.  Howell 
Harry  Pratt  Judson 
D.  F.  Kelly 
Victor  F.  Lawson 
H.  P.  Magill 
L.  C  liiarshall 

F.  B. 


R.  R.  McCormick 

James  B.  McDougal 
Geo.  A.  McKinlock 
D.  R.  McLennan 
Harry  H.  Merrick 

G.  R.  Meyercord 
A.  L.  Nichols 
Simon  O'Donnell 
Victor  A  Olander 
Geo.  W.  Perkins 
J.  D.  Phillips 

J.  C.  Schaffer 
j.  Harry  Selz 
W.  P.  Sidley 
James  Simpson 
Geo.  M.  Spangler 
A  A.  Sprague 
A.  G.  Stephens 
R.  W.  Stewart 
Edw.  F.  Swift 
W.  L.  Taylor 
John  H.  Walker 

H.  A  Wheeler 
White 


HOTEL  COMMITTEE: 

Harry  H,  Merrick,  Chairman;  C  K.  Anderson,  C  O. 

Frisbie,  John  H.  Hardin  and  George  L.  Walters. 

PUBLICITY  COMMITTEE: 

George  R.  Meyercord,  Chairman;  A.  D.  Lasker,  William 
D.  Mcjunkin,  W.  A  Stiles  and  E.  Ray  Woltz. 

ENTERTAINMENT  COMMITTEE: 

H.  G.  P.  Deans,  Chairman;  Edwin  M.  Allen,  E.  C.  Brown, 
Robert  K.  Clark  and  H.  F.  Davenport 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE : 

John  R.  Washburn,  Chairman;  E.  J.  Buffington,  C  H, 
Haney,  S.  M.  Hastings,  D.  F.  Kelly,  C  W.  Seabury, 
Harry  T.  Smith,  Edward  H.  Thomas,  F.  Edaon  White 
and  A  Sheldon  Clark. 
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National  Finreign  Trad« 
Couiidl 


X   ei^n  Trade  Convention 

at  Washington,  May  27, 
28,  1914,  recognized  the  need 
of  an  organization  which 
should  ^'endeavor  to  co-ordi- 
nate the  foreign  trade  activ- 
ities of  the  nation,"  and  au- 
thorized the  creation  of  the 
National  Foreign  Trade  Coun- 
cil for  tiiat  purpose. 

The  Council  has  a  member- 
ship of  merdiants,  manufac- 
turers, railroad  and  steam- 
ship men  and  bankers  repre- 
senting all  sections  of  the 
United  States,  and  collectively 
standing  for  the  general  in- 
terest of  all  elements  en- 
gaged in  foreign  trade. 

Non-political  and  non-par- 
tisan, its  function  is  inyestl- 
gatory  and  advisory,  and  it 
seeks  effectively  to  co-oper- 
ate with  other  organizations 
in  the  encouragement  of 
sound  national  foreign  trade 
policy.  Through  its  commit- 
tees the  Council  is  constantly 
investigating,  and  from  time 
to  time  publicly  reports  upon 
problems  arising  in  oversea 
commerce. 


National  For- 


